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men \ and an inquiry must not be prosecuted under
the idea of finding something beyond this, but to
obtain proofs of this.

And since the existence of competency and
"honesty may be established in various ways, it follows
that the credibility of a given story may be proved
,by distinct considerations, each of which, separately
taken, might be sufficient for the purpose. It is obvi-
'Ous, moreover, as indeed is implied by the very nature
of moral evidence, that the proof of its credibility
may be weaker or stronger, and yet in both cases be
a proof; and hence, that no limit can be put to, the
conceivable accumulation of evidence in its behalf.
Provided, then, the existing evidence be sufficient to
produce a rational conviction, it is nothing to the
purpose to urge, as has sometimes been alleged against
the: Scripture Miracles, that the extraordinary facts
might have been proved by different or more over-
powering evidence. It has been said, for instance,
that no testimony can fairly be trusted which has not
passed the ordeal of a legal examination. Yet, cal-
culated as that mode.of examination undoubtedly is
to elicit truth, surely truth may be elicited by other
ways also. Independent and circumstantial writers
may confirm a fact as satisfactorily as witnesses in
Court They may be questioned and cross-questioned,
and, moreover, brought up for re-examination in any
succeeding age ; whereas, however great may be the